Eastertide Booklet 2021

When I was young, my pastor said that Easter is the most important holiday for
Christians. I remember thinking that Easter didn’t seem to be as important as
Christmas. But Easter actually is the most important Christian holiday because
it commemorates Christ’s resurrection from the dead. The light of Easter shines
back upon the birth, teaching, ministry, and death of Christ. Like the culmination
of any good story, it gives all the foregoing events their ultimate meaning.
The resurrection of Christ is what makes the death of Christ holy instead of
profane. The resurrection of Christ is what authorizes his words and deeds. The
resurrection of Christ is what makes his birth more than just the beginning of
another life that would end at its final breath. Christ has conquered death. He
has made a way through the grave to everlasting life. “I go to prepare a place
for you,” he says, “that where I am, there you may be also.” This is why Easter
is such a joyful celebration. So joyful, in fact, that one day of Easter is not
enough. Eastertide is a 50-day season that begins on Easter Sunday and ends
on Pentecost. It gives us seven full weeks to rejoice in our resurrected Savior as
we share his love and declare his salvation. This booklet is intended to help you
experience the spiritual meaning of Eastertide. I thank God for church member
Martha Skelton, who has compiled and edited the devotionals. I thank God
for staff member Patty Dimowski who proofread the entire booklet. Eastertide
begins with the proclamation, “Christ is risen!” He is risen, indeed!

Pastor Noel Schoonmaker

April 11, 2021

Acts 3:12-19

Devotion: As Peter found himself in this preaching moment, standing before a crowd
astonished by the healing miracle they had just seen, no doubt he had on his mind
the memory of Jesus healing the paralytic (Matt 9:1-8). To that crowd Jesus said,
“For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and walk’?”
This parallel between Jesus’ healing act and the healing act of the disciples in
Acts 3 makes clear that in the same way the Spirit of God has empowered the
disciples to say, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk,” so
too the Spirit of God has empowered the disciples to say, “In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, your sins are forgiven.”
The Spirit of Christ empowers the church to heal in many ways. The most important
healing we offer through the Spirit is the forgiveness of sins in the name of Jesus.
In his address, Peter invokes language that identifies this great act of healing
with the covenant promises of God. Who has done this great thing? - “The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And then Peter gets personal.
The ones who should have known better and who should have seen most clearly
what was happening he says “acted in ignorance” and rejected Jesus in exchange
for a murderer (Barabbas). This is a strong word of judgement indeed, but then there
is a word of grace - repent and be forgiven.
We each need to hear both sides of this sermon from Peter. To hear that through
the Spirit of Christ we have been given the power to bless and heal others with
forgiveness in the name of Jesus.
And to hear how we are always in need of that blessing of forgiveness. We, like those
gathered that day, share in the responsibility of Jesus’ death. Even when we should know
better, we continue to sin in ways that extend well beyond what we see or understand.
The promise of forgiveness is that God’s grace extends even further than that.
May we receive this grace and be healed. May we likewise extend this grace that
others may too be healed.

Rev. Welford Orrock

Prayer Experience: Let’s begin our time by focusing on Jesus. What does he
mean to us? We find many different descriptive names in the Bible referring to
Jesus. Let us take some time to color in and pray over some of these names on
the enclosed Name Page. You might need praying over yourself, someone else,
a stranger, a country. Look over the page and start coloring and praying over who
Jesus is. Let the Holy Spirit lead. You will discover many names of Jesus, but we
couldn’t cover them all. Take a look in the Bible for other names that refer to Jesus.
Spend some time coloring and praying. Is this the day to pray about the Prince of
Peace, or Risen Lord, or Jesus being the True Vine? Each name could represent a
prayer for you, for others. Get to know more deeply who Jesus is by praying over
and coloring these names. Praying over these names will draw us closer to God.
Hands On Activity: We have looked at some of the names of Jesus. We have
thought about them and how they impact our life, and we have prayed over them.
What about your name? What about your family name? Ask your family what
your name means and what your family name means, or look it up. Talk about this
with family and friends and mention some of the names of Jesus as well. Then, to
celebrate your name, write it on the enclosed name tag and decorate it in any way
you would like. Maybe even wear the name tag to church when you are ready to
return. We would love to see your face and be reacquainted with your name.

April 18, 2021

Acts 4:5-12

Devotion: Apostles Peter and John have been called to account before Jewish
religious leaders in the Temple complex. They have been preaching and teaching to
thousands with many responding to the call to follow Christ.
The Jewish leaders must have been thinking “not again!” Since Jesus was no
longer physically around, they must have felt an unpleasant, disruptive period in
Jerusalem was past. Who were these bold, eloquent, and effective proclaimers
of the gospel? Not too long before they had been fearful deniers of even knowing
Jesus. They were nowhere to be found at the foot of the cross.
On the second day of the trial, Peter is back on the “witness stand” preaching
Christ as the risen Messiah who returned to earth as the proof of his resurrection
and divinity.
By what power/name do you preach and teach, they asked, echoes of the
interrogation Jesus had faced. Peter had healed a crippled beggar shortly before, so
he responded in that context. Such power comes through Jesus of Nazareth - killed
by crucifixion, arisen on the third day, conquering of death and evil.
Not only did the Jesus they tried to eradicate live, he was revealed as the
cornerstone - the essential foundation - for fulfilling God’s will on earth.
Is Jesus the cornerstone of your faith, your spiritual walk? It is easy to say the
words, be well meaning in our actions. But to grow in devotion and action, we must
seek his ever-there, essential support.
In every age, man has called on different names for insights beyond their own,
searching for meaning and relevance in their human existence. Pause today to
revisit that day in the Temple, hear Peter’s declaration of Jesus’ foundational role
in our faith. See in the book of Acts how God’s Spirit can use devoted followers,
however flawed, to build his kingdom.

Martha Skelton

Prayer Experience: In this season of Eastertide, follow the prayers and practices
of the early church and follow Jesus with boldness! In this story, Peter and
John prayed that God would “grant to your servants to speak your word with all
boldness” (Acts 4:29). After that, “the place in which they were gathered together
was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God
with boldness” (Acts 4:31).
You could pray something like this: Lord God. Thank you for giving me your Holy
Spirit so that I am able to boldly participate in what you are doing in the world.
Forgive me for the times when I have looked at situations through human eyes only,
not seeing with the eyes of faith and love. Your word reminds me that you have not
given me a spirit of fear. Please fill me today with your Holy Spirit so that I will have
the boldness to follow Christ and proclaim Christ wherever I am. In the name of the
Risen Christ, Amen.
Hands On Activity: This season of Eastertide, take on the boldness of the early
church. They were unafraid to step out in the world to do the works of Jesus and
speak the name of Jesus. In this passage, Peter and John have been arrested for
healing by the power of Jesus and preaching in the name of Jesus. Step out this
week and be bold for Jesus. If you are talking with a friend who is hurting, stop
right there and pray out loud for your friend. If someone you care for is sick or
hurting, stop right there and pray out loud for healing. If you hurt someone with your
anger or words, stop right there and apologize and ask for forgiveness. If they ask
you why you did those things, tell them that Jesus prays for you, that Jesus heals
you, that Jesus provides for you, and that Jesus forgives you - and you want to do
the works of Jesus and show the love of Jesus. Be bold for Jesus!

April 25, 2021

Acts 4:32-35

Devotion: In the movie “Miracle,” a group of individual hockey players come
together to play the biggest hockey game in the Olympics. They practiced together,
but didn’t believe in one another, or the team they had come to represent. When
they realized they were part of a larger goal and not just who they used to be, they
started sharing, caring and playing for the Olympic team that made the winning
difference. They shared a common goal.
It is this sharing of a common goal, a common prayer and focus that made a
difference in the lives of the Apostles as they led the early church. When leaders
share a common goal, then others are drawn in. The optimism and encouragement
is contagious. The message of the risen Lord was compelling. They wanted to show
their love for the Lord and each other by being unified in all things.
Consider a mission trip or a mission project you may have participated in. In getting
the loving message of Jesus out to the needy world, everyone brings their own gifts
and talents to give to the team. Perhaps it is monetary, but God has gifted each of
us with gifts to share with others. When we come together for a larger purpose, a
larger goal of showing the love of Jesus to others, it can take many forms.
Through the prayers of the Apostles, the newly formed church had begun. With
gifts and encouragement people came together to share the Good News of Jesus.
We too, through prayer and encouragement will be a unified team of sharing the
Love of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Kathi Traficanti

Prayer Experience: This season of Eastertide, follow the prayers and practice of
the early church and share your possessions! Pray for the Lord to give you a grateful
heart, a discerning mind, and a generous spirit. Let’s be grateful to God so that we
can give gladly to others!
You could pray something like this: God, you are the ultimate Giver, the Ultimate
Sharer. When we were lost in darkness, sin, and selfishness, you gave us your Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ so that we might be found and redeemed. Lord God, you
call us to become more like Jesus, who gave himself for us. You have filled us with
the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life. Help me to see that all I have is a gift
from you, and I am only a temporary steward of all my stuff.
Lord, please give me wisdom to know what to give, when to give, and to whom
I should give. Help me to do this with great joy and love. Help me, Lord, to use all
that I am and all that I have to love you and participate in your mission to bless,
save, and redeem the world. In the name of the Risen Christ, Amen.
Hands On Activity: This season of Eastertide, follow the generous practice of the
early church and share your possessions! Go through your closet or your toys or
your garage and gather up things that you no longer wear, or play with, or use. If
they are in good condition and might bring joy or warmth to someone else, give
them away as an offering of love to God and your neighbor. You’ll find a clear bag in
the Eastertide Take Home Kit. Fill it up with whatever you have decided to donate
and pass on the generosity and love.

May 2, 2021

Acts 8:26-40

Devotion: In Mending Wall, Robert Frost wrote,“Before I built a wall I’d ask to
know what I was walling in or walling out, and to whom I was like to give offense.”
Judaism had built walls to keep it pure and undefiled. One group walled out was the
Samaritans as seen early in Acts 8. Now in this focal passage, it is the eunuchs who are
walled out, forbidden by law (Deuteronomy 23:1) for inclusion in God’s covenant people.
Humankind continues to build walls. Some are highly visible like the former Berlin
Wall or the current border wall. Others are subtly symbolic like the railroad tracks
in many towns. Walls help define who is included and who is not. In this passage,
Philip was instrumental in tearing down one of the walls that divided by sharing the
unhindered, inclusive gospel.
On the road to Gaza, he encountered the Ethiopian returning to Egypt from
worshiping in Jerusalem. Most likely he was not a Jewish proselyte due to the
above restriction, but a “God-fearer,” accepting of monotheism and its ethical
teachings. Philip walked alongside his chariot, heard the Ethiopian reading Isaiah
53:7-8, and asked if he understood the passage. When he indicated his need for
guidance, Philip welcomed the opportunity to share the gospel with him. Before
they departed, Philip baptized this new believer, who “went on his way rejoicing.”
I wonder, what walls might need tearing down in order to share the gospel today?
In Philip’s encounter we see one of the keys to effective witnessing: perceptively
taking advantage of the teachable moment. Philip began at the Ethiopian’s point
of inquiry, then proceeded to share the gospel. This is not to say that we should
share our witness only in favorable circumstances, but it does say that God works in
people’s lives at various times and in various life situations.
Frost ended his poem with his neighbor’s statement that “good fences make for
good neighbors,” but do they? The gospel calls for tearing down walls erected due
to race, gender, nationalism, and legalism. May the gospel we live and share help
tear down walls for the sake of an unhindered gospel.

Rev. Bob Lewis

Prayer Experience: Water is a most essential element for life. We need water for
drinking, cooking, cleaning, rinsing, and washing. Yet, we often just turn on the tap
and don’t give this a second thought. Take a small cup or ramekin and put several
drops of water in it. As you pray, touch the water between your fingers or rub it on
your hands. Observe how it moves in the dish. Give thanks for the overlooked things
in your life that many in this world do not have, like clean drinking water. Take a
moment and pray for the people and children around the world that travel daily to
acquire the water needed for daily living. Think of the spiritual use of water. The spirit
of God hovered over the waters at creation, think back to your baptism if you’re able.
Try to remember the feeling of the water. Take a drop of water and make the shape of
a cross on your hand, and think about Jesus’ baptism. Every time that you encounter
water today, give thanks and consider how you’re using this most precious resource.
Hands On Activity: Who’s needing water or renewal in your life? Philip hears a
word from the Lord and goes, and suddenly he’s discussing the scripture with a
complete stranger! This all started from Philip listening to God and showing interest
in someone else. Could you offer a similar kindness today? Maybe there’s a person
that you’ve lost touch with, could today be the day that things are resolved? Maybe
there’s a person that you’ve lost touch with. Could today be the day that things are
resolved? Maybe you could leave a bottle of water and a note for the postal worker
or an Amazon driver. Maybe there’s a neighbor or friend that needs something
special today. Could you lend a hand or a word of encouragement?

May 9, 2021

Acts 1:1-11

Devotion: The early church was no stranger to disruption. Everything the disciples
had come to learn while physically walking with Jesus was turned upside down
with his brutal death and glorious Resurrection. Each of them had their own
expectations that were altered quickly at the beginning of the book of Acts. Jesus
had promised them he would not leave them, but send a Helper (John 14:16). This
promise remains true today. We have not been left to stare into the empty sky
wondering where Jesus flew off too. The response of the angels is more of a charge
than an actual question: “Why do you stand here looking up at the sky?”
Why are you just standing there? You have a purpose! You have a message! Now, Go!
The disciples were undoubtedly experiencing emotional whiplash from the events
of their previous two months. In these moments following the Ascension of our Lord,
they allowed that whiplash to progress to complacency. How often do I respond
the same way as the disciples? There have been countless moments of willing
complacency in my life, especially over the last 12 months. But despite all the
disruptions, our charge remains the same. The Good News remains the same!
Our purpose remains the same! So, Go!
What is Jesus calling us to do? Where is the Holy Spirit leading you? How will you respond?

Karin Goude
Prayer Experience: Prayer walking is our focus this week. Jesus walks with us, beside
us wherever we go. He walks with us through our near and far places, like he says in
the text, our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and our homes and neighborhoods. Let’s walk
humbly with Jesus these next few days as we practice prayer walking. Prayer walking
is exactly as it says, walking and praying at the same time. Walking with our eyes wide
open, to pray that Jesus will let us see as he sees, through his eyes. Taking time to really
look around us as we walk and pray our neighborhoods, cities and towns. Taking time to
be aware of how God might be working around us today. One of the first recorded Bible
prayer walks was around the city of Jericho and you can read about it in Joshua 6:8-16.

Just like the people walking around the city of Jericho and praying, we will be spending
time walking and praying. Your walk can be as long or as short as you like. We will look at
the accompanying prayer walk cards that highlight the areas that Jesus was talking about
in these verses, but in our context today. Take a card and practice prayer walking for a few
minutes around your neighborhood and then expand your boundaries.
Hands On Activity: Ask God to tune your ear to hear and your heart to receive God’s
guidance as he is at work all around us. In prayer walking, we can see God at work in
different ways. We can pray to God as we walk by different places and people. Take the time
to recognize when God is speaking, praying over God’s purposes, promises, and blessings.
Look at the prayer cards, pray & decide when and where we will begin our prayer walk.
Our Jerusalem: Walking around our neighborhoods and praying for who & what we see,
people, places, schools, businesses, etc. What could you be praying for? Strong families,
strong schools and neighborhoods. Write down your prayers on the back of the notecard
that says, “Jerusalem” and see how God answers those prayers or brings to mind others
that you are praying for.
Our Judea: Walking or driving around a larger area outside of your immediate Jerusalem.
It could be your school district or larger neighborhood. Pray for the families and businesses
that you see. Listen to God and pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit to lead you. Write
down the prayers for the neighborhoods on the cards that say “Judea.”
Our Samaria: Jesus went to some of the cities around Jerusalem that were not that
welcoming to him, that were a little different from his. Where would be a place that
would be different for you to pray over that is not your neighborhood? Let God lead you to
smaller or larger communities and see what God would have you pray over. How might
God be opening your eyes to different people, the rest of the world, and all that is in it?
How might God be asking you to pray over the KINGDOM in this part of your Samaria?
Our Outermost Parts of the World: Going on vacation? Taking a day trip somewhere?
Pray along the way for the people and places you are going. Really take a close look.

May 16, 2021

Acts 10:44-48

Devotion: Pentecost’s events and encounters with the Holy Spirit, as recorded
in Acts, moved and challenged Jesus’ disciples beyond anything they could have
imagined. One such revelation to them - Jesus died for all people. His gospel call for
repentance and service to him was for non-Jews as well (Acts 10:47).
If Babel was the chaotic response to man’s sinfulness and disobedience to God,
Pentecost opened the doors to the possibility for “all tongues” to be spoken and
heard as evidence of God’s Spirit in action.
The focus of Jesus’ ministry before his crucifixion was to the Jews. It became the
universal opportunity for all to hear and respond. The disciples were used to the
everyday, walking, talking, praying togetherness with Jesus. The resurrected Christ
came to them for a brief period and departed to lead the disciples forward through
the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
It took some getting used to. No longer was the gospel message given only
for those who understood Aramaic or Hebrew, to persons or groups of Jewish
adherents. They had been taught that Gentiles were inferior to them. Seeing the Holy
Spirit’s moving among Gentiles, who were hearing and accepting Jesus in languages
not all understood, opened the eyes of Peter and others to this new reality.
Second Baptist Church has a Pentecost-like quality literally inside our four walls.
Every week they reverberate with singing, praying, teaching, and gospel proclaiming
in several languages. As brothers and sisters together, we have the opportunity to
follow the Holy Spirit working among us - worshiping joyfully in several languages,
witnessing to the gospel, loving and serving all people as we can, seeing to those in
need as Jesus would.
The Holy Spirit still speaks - do we listen? How might the Holy Spirit be leading you
to reach out in ways, however unfamiliar, where you could both be a blessing and
receive one as well?

Martha Skelton

Prayer Experience: Most of us when we pray, prefer to pray silently. We’re more
comfortable, but there’s something to be said about praying out loud. God hears
our prayers regardless, but it can be a powerful experience to talk to God in the
same way that you would talk to a friend. Find a place that you’re comfortable: your
backyard, your living room, your bedroom, wherever you’d like. Start by listening.
Listen for what God might be telling you, and then respond out loud. Offer your
grievance, frustrations, joys, or blessings. Then listen again. Repeat this exercise as
long as you’d like, but remember the key to every good relationship: listen first and
then listen again.
Hands On Activity: Peter’s world has opened up. He has recently seen that God is
speaking and working through Gentile persons. This is remarkable and shocking for
Peter, but he sees how God is moving and growing the church through this diversity.
Germinating seeds in a bag is a fun way to view how seeds transform into plants right
before their eyes. Seeds don’t need soil to start germinating, so you can place them in a
sunny window and they will start sprouting right away. Use the dried beans and plastic
bag found in the At Home Kit to make these seed germinating bags.
Before starting the experiment, soak your bean seeds overnight in water. This will
sort of “wake up” the seeds and get them ready to germinate. You’ll get faster results
if you pre-soak your bean seeds this way. Drain the seeds before placing them in the
bag. Use the popsicle sticks found in the box to make a loose frame. Dampen a paper
towel and fold it into the bag. Place the seeds along one side of the bag, pressing them
against the paper towel. Seal the bag tightly, and hang in a window using tape.
Make sure the beans are visible on the side of the window you’ll be observing
the seeds sprout. Wait 24 hours. You should be able to see the seeds start to pop
open and sprout after this time. Within 3 days to a week, you’ll have fully sprouted
seeds! In a few more days, you’ll see the leaves start to emerge. At this point, your
beans are ready to move to soil. Plant them in a rain boot garden, or another small
planter and watch them continue to grow!

May 23, 2021

Acts 2:1-21

Devotion: How many times have you been asked to wait? It’s very hard to wait
for something when you really want it, isn’t it? This week we read about Jesus’
disciples and more than 100 followers who loved God very much. Jesus asked them
to wait in Jerusalem to receive a very special promise: they were going to receive
the Holy Spirit who would give them power to live for God!
The disciples weren’t sure what was going to happen next. Jesus had left to
go back to God. They were alone and may have even been a little frightened. But
remember Jesus’ promise? He told them that he would not leave them alone. He
said he would send the Holy Spirit to help them. What we read about today is
called the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit comes with wind and fire and
everyone began to speak in many different languages but could understand each
other. It was a miracle! Isn’t God amazing?
As God started God’s church, he sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit could have
come with healing, or walking on water, but it came with language: language that
allowed all the listeners to hear about Jesus in a way they would understand. On
that day, God was not only fulfilling his promise from Jesus to the disciples, he was
fulfilling a much older plan to unite all the different people of the world. God used
language to divide people at the Tower of Babel, and he used it to bring people
together as he started his church.
God knew that words are powerful. How do your words affect others? Do they
divide people or bring them together? The Holy Spirit helped Peter use his words to
point others to Jesus. How can you use your words to do the same?
We always have the Holy Spirit with us. The Spirit helps us and teaches us things
about God using God’s Word, other people and the world around us.
I wonder how you will let the Holy Spirit lead you this week?

Rev. Katie Vance

Prayer Experience: Breath Prayer is an ancient form of prayer and it is easily
adaptable. Take the line below and meditate on it in the languages provided. Inhale
and then exhale through them. You’ll find a prayer card in the Eastertide Box with
this prayer to use wherever you are throughout the week.
Come, Holy Spirit (English)		
Ven, espíritu santo (Spanish)
vem espirito santo (Portuguese)		
veni sancte spiritus (Latin)
viens l’esprit saint (French)		
(Arabic)
Hands On Activity: The symbols of Pentecost, based on the description from Acts,
are wind and fire. Honoring Pentecost in your household helps focus on the gift and
the work of the Holy Spirit, which fills us at all times and in all places (not just at
church or churchy times). The Holy Spirit is the real presence of Jesus, as he told his
disciples: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help
you and be with you forever, the Spirit of Truth (John 14:16-17).”
Make Fire Sticks (one is attached to your Eastertide Box!):
Materials Needed:
- A short piece of ribbon
- Craft glue, or hot-glue - Sticks (wooden dowels, bamboo, or sticks from outside)
- Several long pieces of ribbon. Mostly red with a bit of gold & orange to look like flames
1. Gather your household and read scripture. Try the passages from Acts 2 or John 14.
2. Make your fire sticks. Glue or fasten the long pieces of ribbon to one end of the stick.
Then use the shorter piece of ribbon to wrap around the top of the stick - cover the
glued ends so that it looks tidy.
3. Take your fire sticks outside. Watch the wind bring them to life. Remember that
like wind, we cannot see the Holy Spirit, but we constantly experience its effects.
4. Record! Record yourself, your family, your parents, your dog! Using landscape (horizontal
mode), record a short clip of yourself with your homemade or Eastertide Box provided
firestick and send it to Katie by Wednesday, May 19 (kvance@secondbaptistrva.org
or 804.955.5294) for a Churchwide Pentecost video offering!
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